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Grouping ladybirds
Key learning points
· In science it’s important to be specific and use appropriate language when recording observations.
· Living things can be grouped by their features. (Colour and pattern of elytra and legs, size etc.)
· There is more than one type of ladybird.

Key words
Adjective – A word that describes a noun.
Invertebrate – Animals with no backbone. Animals with no skeleton inside.
Thorax – The middle section of an insect. In humans, the thorax is their chest.
Abdomen – The back segment of an insect. In humans, the abdomen is their ‘tummy’ area.
Elytra – The hardened front pair of wings in beetles. A beetle’s shell.
Features - A part or property of something that we can see or use other senses to observe.

What to do
1. Look at an image of a ladybird and have the class identify what type of animal it is. (Bird, mammal, reptile, insect etc.)
2. Review what features insects share.
3. Review or introduce vocabulary for parts of a beetle. (Elytra)
4. Introduce the Ladybird sorting cards and explain that each card is a photo of a real ladybird specimen from the collections at the Natural History Museum.  Hand out the ladybird cards with card numbers xx-01 through xx-10.
5. Explain that we will group these ladybirds by their similarities in their features.
6. Students put the ladybirds into groups and use a sticky note to label each groups.
7. Have students try to split each group into smaller groups. Give the new group additional labels.
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